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PROFESSOR HENRY McCORMICK. 
1837-1918. 

Professor Henry McCormick, for many years a member 
of the faculty of the Illinois State Normal University, and 
for several years its vice-president, died at his home, 505 
South Fell Avenue, at 11 o 'clock on Wednesday evening, July 
17, following an illness which began more than a year ago, 
but which became acute only one week previous to the time 
of his death. While out walking on Monday, July 8, he was 
stricken and fell to the sidewalk. He was given all possible 
medical attention, but he grew gradually weaker and the end 
came at the time noted. 

On June 7th he was at the annual Alumni Dinner and 
gave the address of welcome to the members of the class of 
1918, and on June 14 he was one of the speakers at the flag- 
day exercises, which were held upon the university campus. 

Professor Henry McCormick was born in Balmullet, 
County Mayo, Ireland, on February 5, 1837. His boyhood 
was spent on the paternal farm and his early education was 
gained in the schools of that community. In 1853 he came 
to the United States, expecting to find his father in West 
Virginia. He was disappointed, however, because his father 
had died a few weeks before the son's arrival. He went from 
West Virginia to Southern Wisconsin, where he engaged in 
farming and in teaching. In 1865 he entered the Illinois 
State Normal University and graduated in 1868. He took 
a post graduate course at the Illinois Wesleyan University 
at Bloomington, from which institution he later received the 
degrees of A. M., Ph.D., and LL.D. In 1893 he became a 
member of the faculty of the Illinois State Normal Univer- 
sity and remained a member until 1912, when he resigned his 
position. 

On December 15, 1859, Prof. McCormick was united in 
marriage to Miss Nanthia B. Kinyon, to which marriage five 
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children were born. These are Mrs. 0. R. Trowbridge, Long 
Beach, California; Dr. N. K. McCormick of Normal; Edward 
C. McCormick of Washington, D. C. ; Dr. Ferd C. McCormick 
of Normal and Henry G. McCormick of Normal. 

Funeral services for Prof. McCormick were held from 
the Normal Methodist church on Saturday afternoon, July 
20, beginning at 2:30 o'clock. 

The services were in charge of Rev. H. M. Bloomer, as- 
sisted by Dr. David Felmley of the University. Fourteen 
of the faculty acted as an escort to the body in its trip from 
the residence on South Fell avenue to the church. The pall- 
bearers were Prof. 0. L. Manchester, Prof. George H. Howe, 
Prof. W. A. L. Beyer, Mr. George Champion, Mr. George Coen 
and Mr. Ira M. Ong. Music was furnished by Mrs. Lyle 
Straight, Mrs. Harry Admire, Mr. Harry Admire and Dr. 
J. C. Reece. There were a large number of friends and former 
pupils of the deceased present. 

In speaking of Prof. McCormick, Rev. Bloomer said: 
"Prof. Henry McCormick was born in Balmullet, County 

Mayo, Ireland, in 1837. There he obtained a primary school 
education, but at the age of 16 he felt the call to go to Amer- 
ica and join his father, who had previously made a home in 
West Virginia. How sad was his disappointment when he 
reached that state to find that his father had died a short 
time before. Left alone in a strange land, the young man 
went forth not knowing what the future had in store, little 
dreaming that a great task and a great career awaited him. 
Surely in his case there was a great unseen Guide opening 
up for him an ever-widening pathway of usefulness. 

"Professor McCormick was just as careful of his spir- 
itual needs as he was of his educational qualifications. Soon 
after coming to America he joined the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and for about 60 years he was faithful to his duties. 
The church records show that he was received as a member 
here by certificate in 1865, Rev. C. D. James, father of Dr. 
Edmund J. James, being the pastor. There being no church 
building the first services were held in the university. The 
church was built after much sacrifice. The writer of the 
earliest church records states that he knew many Methodist 
families who ate poor fare and wore scant clothing that 
money might be given to the church. Being among the foun- 



263 

ders of the church our brother in whose memory we meet 
today was one who sacrificed so heroically to this cause. 
For many years he was a member of the official board, being 
secretary of the church. He believed the Bible, receiving it 
as the inspired message of God. He believed in redemption 
through Jesus Christ and took the Savior as his great pat- 
tern teacher, whether in the school room, on the street or in 
the home." 

In speaking of the deceased, Dr. Felmley said : 
"The life and character of Henry McCormick are of 

interest not only to the friends who were near him and saw 
his sterling qualities in action, but to a far larger circle of 
thoughtful people because of the fine way in which he illus- 
trated the opportunity that America affords to men of pluck, 
determination and character, even when early surroundings 
seem most unpromising. 

"He was born at Balmullet, a small village on the sea- 
coast of County Mayo, at the extreme northwest point of 
Ireland. The salt spray blown in from the Atlantic is not 
favorable to vegetation. The country is treeless, potatoes 
the chief crop, peat the universal fuel. The chief dependence 
of the people is upon the herring that swarm in numerous 
bays that indent the coast. 

"The potato famine of the later forties was depopulating 
Ireland. The father had come to America in 1850. Three 
years later Henry, then a lad of sixteen, started to meet him, 
only to find after six weeks voyage that his father had passed 
away. In a strange land with no friends but those of his own 
making, no resources but his own strength of mind and body 
and purpose, he began. 

"He soon drifted to the border between Illinois and Wis- 
consin, where he spent several years farming in summer, at- 
tending school in winter in district school or village academy. 
In 1859 he taught his first school. He received thirteen dol- 
lars a month and ' boarded round \ The salary seems small, 
but the board was undoubtedly the best that the district af- 
forded. 

"Henry McCormick was an ideal schoolmaster. He was 
himself thoroughly convinced of the value of education in the 
school sense. He saw clearly its essential and vital elements. 

"In all relations within the institution to which he de- 
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voted his life, Professor McCormick measured up to the most 
exacting standards. He was at all times solicitous of the wel- 
fare of the university, loyal to its interest, appreciative of 
his associates. He knew well the meaning and value of 
friends, and never spared himself when their call was heard, 
or their interests were at stake. " Today we have met to pay the last tribute of respect. 
We recognize his distinguished service. We Honor his char- 
acter, we emulate his virtues, we treasure his memory. We 
say of him, and what more can we say of the greatest among 
men - 

"Having served well his generation, he has gone to his 
reward. ' ' 

Professor McCormick was an early member of the Illi- 
nois State Historical Society, and by his wise counsel and 
encouragement of all branches of its work helped largely in 
the upbuilding of the Society. He was, with H. W. Beckwith, 
J. H. Burnham, Ezra M. Prince, David McCulloch, George 
N. Black, George P. Davis and others now, like himself, passed 
to another life, one of the fathers and founders of the Society, 
whose names are written imperishably upon its records and 
annals. 
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